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The following are the principles that define the work of the Institute
of National Remembrance:

•	 the preservation of remembrance about the enormity of the 
number of victims, losses and damages suffered by the Polish 
Nation during the Second World War and after it ended,

•	 the patriotic traditions of the Polish Nation’s struggles with its 
occupants, Nazis and communists,

•	 the obligation of prosecuting crimes against peace, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes,

•	 the actions of Polish citizens in support of the independence of 
the Polish State and in defense of freedom and human dignity,

•	 the obligation of the state to compensate all the aggrieved by 
a state which violated human rights; as an expression of the 
belief that no unlawful action by the state against the citizens 
can be classified or forgotten.

These words were transformed into years of arduous work and 
hundreds of published books, seminars, exhibitions, and conferences 
concerning various, sometimes previously undiscussed, issues. 
Moreover, this work has resulted in uncovering the truth about 
the most difficult but also the most triumphant moments in the 
history of Poland and the Polish Nation. These are also activities 
aimed at popularizing recent history among the youngest generation, 
including rallies, competitions and reaching out to them through 
the Internet and social media. In certain cases the IPN’s work has 
proved to be a race against time in order to honor the heroes who 
have been consigned to oblivion for years.

The IPN’s headquarters are located in Warsaw. Eleven branch offices 
were also established in all of the cities where there are courts of 
appeal, namely: Białystok, Danzig, Katowice, Cracow, Lublin, Łódz, 
Poznań, Rzeszów, Szczecin, Warsaw, and Breslau. There are also 7 
subbranches located in Bydgoszcz, Gorzów Wielkopolski, Kielce, 
Koszalin, Olsztyn, Opole, and Radom.

The Institute of National Remembrance consists of:

•	 The IPN Archive– extensive archives of the 20th-century history 
of Poland,

•	 The Chief Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes against 
the Polish Nation – a commission prosecuting perpetrators of 
crimes committed during both the German and communist 
totalitarian regime,

•	 The National Education Office – an educational center,
•	 The Historical Research Office – an academic research center,
•	 The Office of Search and Identification – a team searching 

for burial places of victims of totalitarian regimes and ethnic 
cleansing in 1917–1989,

•	 The Vetting Office – dealing with the lustration process,
•	 The Office for Commemorating the Struggle and Martyrdom 

– commemorating important Polish historical events, places 
and figures,

•	 A publishing house – a publisher of historical books, educational 
materials, historical journals, popular magazines and more.

ARCHIVE OF THE INSTITUTE OF NATIONAL REMEMBRANCE 

GUIDE

AIPN
ul. Kłobucka 21, 02-699 Warszawa; tel.: 22 581 89 04; e-mail: buiad@ipn.gov.pl (for inquirers living 
in Poland), archives@ipn.gov.pl (for inquirers living abroad) 
Correspondence address: ul. Wołoska 7, 02-675 Warszawa

OAIPN in Białystok ul. Warsztatowa 1A, 15-637 Białystok; tel.: 85 664 57 20; e-mail: oddzial.bialystok@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN in Gdańsk al. Grunwaldzka 216, 80-266 Gdańsk; tel.: 58 511 92 11; e-mail: oddzial.gdansk@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN w Katowicach ul. Józefowska 102, 40-145 Katowice; tel.: 32 207 05 00; e-mail: oddzial.katowice@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN in Kraków 
pl. Mieczysława Skulimowskiego 1, 32-020 Wieliczka; tel.: 12 289 14 00;  
e-mail: obuiad.krakow@ipn.gov.pl
Correspondence address: ul. Reformacka 3, 31-012 Kraków

OAIPN in Lublin ul. Szewska 2, 20-086 Lublin; tel.: 81 536 34 11; e-mail: obuiad.lublin@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN in Łódź ul. E. Orzeszkowej 31/35, 91-479 Łódź; tel.: 42 616 27 10; e-mail: obuiad.lodz@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN in Poznań ul. Rolna 45a, 61-487 Poznań; tel.: 61 835 69 08; e-mail: obuiad.poznan@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN in Rzeszów ul. Słowackiego 18, 35-060 Rzeszów; tel.: 17 860 60 02; e-mail: obuiad.rzeszow@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN in Szczecin  ul. K. Janickiego 30, 71-270 Szczecin; tel.: 91 484 98 30; e-mail: obuiad.szczecin@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN in Warszaw pl. Krasińskich 2/4/6, 00-207 Warszawa; tel.: 22 530 86 40; e-mail: archiwum.warszawa@ipn.gov.pl

OAIPN in Wrocław  
ul. Sołtysowicka 21a, 51-168 Wrocław; tel.: 71 326 76 17; e-mail: oddzial.wroclaw@ipn.gov.pl
Correspondence address: pl. Strzelecki 25, 50-224 Wrocław

Delegatura in Bydgoszcz  ul. Grudziądzka 9/15, 85-130 Bydgoszcz; tel.: 52 325 95 00

Delegatura in Kielce  al. Na Stadion 1, 25-127 Kielce; tel.: 41 340 50 50

Delegatura in Olsztyn  ul. Jagiellońska 46, 10-273 Olsztyn; tel.: 89 521 48 00

Delegatura in Opole  ul. Piastowska 17, 45-081 Opole; tel.: 77 453 84 78

Delegatura in Radom  ul. Żeromskiego 53, 26-600 Radom; tel.: 48 368 24 00

www.ipn.gov.pl  
www.facebook.com/archiwumipn
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The IPN Archives invite you!
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FROM STRANGERS TO FAMILY:
HOW BEING POLISH FOUND ME MY BEST FRIEND

Written by Julia Rutkowski
PAC Intern

When I first got into college, 
there was always that looming
thought of who my roommate 
would be. The standard process 
is that you can reach out to people through 

Facebook or Instagram, get to know them and strike up rooming 
in the conversation, hopefully smoothly and unawkwardly. The 
other option presented to us soon-to-be first-year students was 
choosing randomly; my university would send out a form where 
you can list your rooming preferences and some well thought-out 
algorithm would supposedly perfectly match you with someone.

To me, knowing my roommate before starting school was really 
important. There was so much to get to know about one another 
and especially during the Covid-19 quarantines and lockdowns, 
what better way to pass the time than forming new friendships?

I went about finding my roommate the social media way, scrolling 
through the newly admitted Northwestern 2024 student accounts, 
hoping someone would catch my eye. Eventually someone did, her 
Polish last name sticking out to me enough for me to introduce 
myself. Going to college in the Chicago area, it’s common to find 
a decent amount of people with Polish heritage and it’s always a 
good conversation starter. Soon enough, we were quickly messaging 
back and forth. To her, finding someone who understood that side 
of her was as essential as it was to me. With both of us coming into 
college as first generation Americans from working-class, Polish 
immigrant backgrounds, we could relate to one another uniquely. 
We swapped stories of our trips to Poland, shared familial anecdotes 
and reveled in our commonalities. Even though I grew up in the 
South and she in the Midwest, the Polish community remained fairly 
consistent, and we bonded over going to Polish school alongside 
our American educations. After a tumultuous period of quarantine 
and COVID-19 uncertainty, we eventually were able to move in 
together in January 2021. Since her family lived nearby, we’d get 

periodic drop-offs of authentic Polish food: kabanosy, 
bułki, ciasteczka and more. For Tłusty Czwartek, we 
got delicious Polish pączki and on a daily basis we were 
able to converse between English and Polish, relishing 
in the freedom of language.

A stranger from a city I had never visited would become 
one of my closest friends, confidantes, and partners-in-crime because 
she was Polish. I don’t know if I would’ve reached out if I hadn’t felt 
that connection and it would’ve been a great unknown loss. Now 
as I get ready for her to come fly and visit my family this summer 
vacation, I’m filled with gratitude for our shared heritage that’s 
helped build a long-lasting friendship.
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Hall of Fame at its 47th Induction Banquet scheduled for 
Thursday, September 16, 2021, in Troy, MI. Inductees to 
be honored are: A.J. Pierzynski (baseball), Mike Krukow 
(baseball), J.R. Celski (speedskater), and Bronco Nagurski 
(football). For more information about the NPASHF 
please visit polishsportshof.com. Or, if you would like 
to speak with David specifically about the Hall of Fame, 
or get info regarding the upcoming September Induction 
Banquet, please call David: 248-259-3428 or email: jansen@
polishsportshof.com.

(Editor’s Note: The National Polish Sports Hall of Fame was featured in 
the February 2021 edition of the PAC “Your Voice in America” Newsletter.)

All in all, many thanks to Professor Neal Pease for sharing his insights. 
Readers should look for information on additional informational 
Zoom meetings offered by the Polish American Congress.

On July 15, 2021, thirty baseball fans were in attendance 
as Neal Pease, Professor Emeritus in History at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, presented an exciting 
talk entitled “Polish Americans and Baseball Through 
the Years.” This was the first PAC Zoom Informational 
Meeting sponsored by the Polish American Congress.

Besides providing interesting information on Polish 
American baseball players like Stan “The Man” Musial, 
Al Szymanski (AKA Al Simmons), Stan Coveleski, Bill 
Mazeroski, Carl Yastremski, and Phil Niekro—all inductees into the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame—Dr. Pease gave his own incites on 
a number of other memorable players like “Big Klu” Ted Kluszewski, 
A.J. Pierzinski, Bill “Moose” Skowron, and Tony Kubek (who entered 
the Hall of Fame as a broadcaster following a fine career with the 
New York Yankees). Additional interesting facts Dr. Pease shared 
with those present were the migrations from Poland to America 
that eventually saw Poles take an active interest in the great game 
of baseball. Neal highlighted his comments with an effective and 
easy-to-follow Powerpoint, and the photos of ballplayers really 
drew the interest of all in attendance.

Among the many participants on the July 15th call were officials 
from the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame (NPASHF) 
located in Troy, Michigan. David Jansen, current Board Chairman of 
NPASHF, and NPASHF Board Director Tom Tarapacki added to the 
discussion. Plus, they announced that the following Polish-American 
athletes will be inducted into the National Polish-American Sports 

PEASE HITS HOMERUN IN FIRST
PAC–SPONSORED ZOOM INFO MEETING

Continued on next page...
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Written by Caroline Nowak
PAC Intern

On August 5, 2021, the Center 
for European Policy Analysis 
(CEPA) hosted a virtual event 
titled “Zapad 2021: Implications 

for Defense & Military Mobility in Europe.” Zapad, the 
Russian word for west, is the quadrennial Russian war 
game played in the western parts of the Russian Federation. 
Its 2021 iteration is set to begin this September to showcase new 
technology and test military capabilities to repel an invasion by 
NATO. The scenario of previous Zapad war games also cast Russia 
as the victim of aggression by the West. Panelists included Ben 
Hodges, George Zambellas, Egle Murauskaite, and Alex Tiersky, 
with moderation by Lauren Speranza.

Zapad 2021 will follow the recent Biden-Putin summit and unrest 
in Belarus. Zambellas began by stating that the military exercise 
is of particular importance this year due to an increase of global 
attention on Belarus and a number of human rights abuses that have 
been exposed in the media, including the spectacle of Belarusian 
athletes refusing to return home from the Tokyo Olympics. Zapad 
intends to test the Russian military’s integration of Belarusian 
forces, so the context within Belarus is important to understanding 
Russia’s intentions for the event.

Hodges added that it is difficult to define a clear beginning to 
Zapad 2021, as Russia already has forces stationed on the Black Sea 
and spends a significant amount of money on military power in 
the region year-round. Murauskaite stated that the relationships 
between Belarus and the West and between Belarus and Russia 
have changed over the past several years, because Belarus is 
no longer simply an observer to the Russian military exercises. 
Instead, Belarus has actively encouraged Russia to bring in new 
military technology that will remain in the country indefinitely. 
Tiersky followed by noting that Russia is part of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), which ought to 
increase transparency around military demonstrations. However, 
Zapad 2017 lacked transparency despite Russia’s OSCE membership 
and Russia recently boycotted a meeting that other OSCE member 
states hoped would dispel their fears of a lack of transparency for 
the upcoming exercise.

Hodges went on to explain that the exercise will be an opportunity 
for Russia to move ammunition and fuel into Belarus. The Russian 
military has a unique ability to move tools and technology in bulk, 
so the West must attempt to closely watch what enters Belarus 
and how quickly Russia can move its troops, though this will be 
difficult to accurately observe. Further, Hodges suggested U.S. and 
NATO troops conduct their own exercises moving from Poland into 
Ukraine to better prepare to counter Russian power in the region. 

Tiersky added that the U.S. must put out the message that 
it is watching Zapad, but is not panicking about Russian 

military capability. The West must address Russia’s lack 
of transparency going forward and must also be united 
against Russian practices, but it is crucial to lead by 
example and remain calm in the face of Russian power. 

Murauskaite concluded by saying that the West must 
look inward to mitigate its domestic problems, as Russia 

consistently works to exploit tensions within other countries. 
The military practices Hodges put forth are important, but 

nonmilitary resources must be used internally to most effectively 
counter Russia. Watch the full event here. 

Caroline Nowak is currently a student at Tufts University pursuing 
International Relations and Russian and East European Studies.

(From the CEPA website): The Center for European Policy Analysis 
(CEPA)’s mission is to ensure a strong and enduring transatlantic 
alliance rooted in democratic values and principles with strategic 
vision, foresight, and policy impact. Through cutting-edge research, 
analysis, and programs we provide fresh insight on energy, security, 
and defense to government officials and agencies; we help transatlantic 
businesses navigate changing strategic landscapes; and we build 
networks of future Atlanticist leaders. CEPA is a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit, public policy institution.

CEPA Event Summary

https://cepa.org/event/zapad-2021-implications-for-defense-military-mobility-in-europe/
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No Greater Ally: The Untold Story 
of Poland’s Forces in World War II
By Kenneth K. Koskodan

(Citation from Amazon Books)

There is a chapter of World War 2 history that remains largely untold: 
the story of the fourth largest Allied military of the war, and the 
only nation to have fought in the battles of Leningrad, Arnhem, 
Tobruk and Normandy. This is the story of the Polish forces during 
the Second World War, the story of millions of young men and 
women who gave everything for freedom and in the final victory 
lost all. In a cruel twist of history, the monumental struggles of an 
entire nation have been largely forgotten, and even intentionally 
obscured. Available for the first time in paperback, No Greater Ally 
redresses the balance, giving a comprehensive overview of Poland's 
participation in World War 2. Following their valiant but doomed 
defense of Poland during 1939, members of the Polish armed forces 
fought with the Allies wherever and however they could. With 
previously unpublished first-hand accounts, information never 
before seen in English, and rare photographs, this title provides 
a detailed analysis of the devastation the war brought to Poland, 
and the final betrayal when, having fought for freedom for six long 
years, Poland was handed to the Soviet Union.

LAYOUT AND DESIGN BY 
POLISH FALCONS OF AMERICA:

Courtney Caughey-Stambul, 
Communications Director
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Founded in May, 1944, the Polish American Congress is a National Umbrella Organization, 
representing at least 10 million Americans of Polish descent and origin. Its membership 
is comprised of fraternal, educational, veteran, religious, cultural, social, business, 
political organizations and individual membership. The Polish American community 
prides itself on its deeply rooted commitment to the values of family, faith, democracy, 
hard work and fulfillment of the American dream. We are present in every state and 
virtually every community in America, on various social, business and economic levels.

The Polish American Congress, an “umbrella” organization, is a federation of over 
3000 Polish American organizations and clubs, ranging from national fraternal benefit 
societies, such as the Polish National Alliance, Polish Women’s Alliance, Polish Roman 
Catholic Union, Polish Falcons and others, including veteran, cultural, professional, 
religious and social associations, with aggregate membership of over one million. The 
PAC by-laws also provide for individual membership, as well as associate membership.

The PAC promotes civic, educational and cultural programs designed to further not 
only the knowledge of Polish history, language and culture, but to stimulate Polish 
American involvement and accomplishments.

The governing body of the PAC is the Council of National Directors, consisting of 
directors elected by their respective State Divisions or National Organizations and up to 
10 at-large directors elected by the Council. Day-to-day operations are conducted by the 
Executive Committee elected by the Council of National Directors for a two year term.

Polish American 
Congress

Contact Us

1612 K Street NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20006

Tel.: (202) 296-6955
Fax: (202) 835-1565

Visit: www.pac1944.org

E-mail: pacwash@pac1944.org

National Office

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Polish-American-Congress


